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From the Seneschal 

Can you believe it is September already?  
This year is flying by.   I had the fortune of 
finding some old articles from Arenal and 
one in particular caught my eye.  I thought I 
would share it with you. 
Prince for a Day: 
 
There are those children who have 
suffered the misfortune of having an 
illness which can limit their enjoy-
ment of life and even threaten to 
shorten it. For these children and 
their families, the Make-a-Wish Foun-
dation has for years been there to 
provide help and support these spe-
cial children.  
 
Arenal was honored to work with 
“Make-a-Wish” and fulfill the dream 
of a young boy who loved the stories 
of Knights and dragons and chivalry 
by hosting an event where this 
youngster was to be our “Prince for 
the Day”. 
 
On the Saturday of the event, the boy 
and his family arrived at the Langley 
Bell 4-H Camp and were immediately 
treated like the royal family they 
were to be for the day. 
 
Our young Prince was introduced to 
everyone and, with his mother super-
vising, was whisked away to a cabin 
where he changed into the costume 

that had been tailored for him by the 
ladies of Arenal.  
 
To the great surprise of his family, the 
entire family was provided costumes 
for the day and all treat with respect 
and courtesy as befits a royal family. 
A special chair had been made for the 
Prince with his new coat-of-arms. 
Lord Harold of Barth, the group’s 
Herald had designed a set of arms and 
displayed it upon the chair and other 
items which were presented during 
the day. 
 
The young prince was then intro-
duced to his older (and larger) Royal 
Cousin, Prince Gareth of Meridies 
who had accepted an invitation to 
attend the event. Both then oversaw 
the opening ceremonies to begin the 
tourney at the list field while the la-
dies of Arenal made sure that his par-
ents and siblings were being enter-
tained. 
 
Throughout the day, many individu-
als paid homage to our young prince 
and present gifts from painted goblets 
to a custom metal fighting helmet 
from Ld. Harold, a toy castle filled 
with knights and much more. 
 
Feast was a joy filled event with our 
young prince at High Table with the 

Meridian Prince and his family at the 
adjoining table. 
 
Music and dancing filled the evening, 
and when the prince and his family 
departed for home, he was carrying 
his helmet and giving hugs to every-
one. And we felt well rewarded. 
 
Our young friend did recover from 
his illness and the harsh treatments he 
had to undergo. The last we heard 
from his parents was he was doing 
fine and living his life to the full, and 
always said he had to act like a knight 
would act.  
 
And we felt well rewarded. 
 
I hope as we all go about our time in the 
SCA that we remember that it is really about 
the dream.  Are we helping each other 
achieve that dream?  What can we do to 
make the dream come alive in the Shire?  
Think about that as we get ready for our 
events and demos, how we can present this 
dream so that someone else might look at us 
and want to be prince for a day. 
 
YIS - Catja 
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Brad Cramer a.k.a. Nikolaus Hildebrand answers 
some questions 
When did you become interested in fencing? 
 Before I liked swords, I liked my whip and hat ala 
Indiana Jones… But I also grew up watching Teenage Mu-
tant Ninja Turtles and Princess Bride, so I became fascinated 
with swords early on. The historical aspects came after the 
sci-fi fantasy elements of my interest, but making a real 
historical context made it more worthwhile to me. That's 
what drew me to the SCA. 
How did having access to historical texts change 
your approach? 
 It was largely out of necessity. After Malcolm 
died, one of his students took on the responsibilities of 
teaching. I wasn't learning anything new. Over time I 
learned that there were different ways to fence, and that 
was exciting, and luckily there were books and online re-
sources as well as no shortage of folks in the SCA willing 
to teach a class on historical techniques. 
Tell me about the people who influenced your 
fencing early on and how: 
 Pepper: Fencing is supposed to be fun; don't take 
it too seriously.  
 Jean-Michel / Francois / Mikolaj: Don't be con-
tent to be a big fish in a little pond.  
 Sir Brian and Lady Osprey: Historical fencing and 
doing well in SCA Fencing tournaments are not mutually 
exclusive. 
How has teaching others affected your fencing? 
 It was fun to going to UWF fencing practice on a 
Monday night and saying, “Hey, let me show you what I 
learned last weekend!” It still is. Teaching helps me rein-
force what I know well. Not all skilled fencers are good 
teachers; I do my best to be both. 
How many hours have you put into fencing? 
 This year, easily over 250 hours at UWF alone, 
not including extra practices, events, tournaments, read-
ing, or research. 
Is there anything you do before a tournament? 
 I tried to get a decent night's sleep. But that 
doesn't always work out, haha. I eat very light breakfast, 
usually a coffee energy drink and some kind of granola 
bar. I do a light stretch and warm-up bout until I barely 
break a sweat. Before the actual fight I just take a deep 
breath and focus. 
 -Interview by Marie la Cousturiere 

Interview With a Brad-Pire Marshal 

We at the Chronicler believe the dragon quest is 

still under way as there have been reports of treas-

ure in far flung lands awaiting Lord Rholand.  As 

more news rolls in we will bring it to the populace.  

Until then,  

YIS,  

-Natasa 

Web Minister 

The office is in the midst of a changing of the 

guard and as such, a report will be forthcoming 

next month.  We here at the Chronicler are very 

excited to hear the news! 

-Natasa 

Minister of Arts and Sciences 

No report was received, however the Chronicler has 

heard that the word on the street is that your Minister 

would like to know what you would like to know!  

What classes get your heart beating faster?  What have 

you always wanted to learn but never thought you 

could?  Don’t be shy, we’re here to help!  Ask and you 

shall receive!  Also, if you want to teach, we have it on 

good authority that Arenal wants you!  Speak up, we’re 

listening! 

 -Natasa 
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Herald 

Greetings Arenal, 

And thank you for tuning in to your heraldic news station.  We begin our report by wel-

coming Carlos Blanco el Barbero as the interim herald for the shire.  He takes over for La-

dy Máel Muire ingen Dubgaill who resigned after some health concerns.  The entire shire 

wishes her a speedy recovery.  Letters of Intent for a deputy to be trained to take over the 

office will be open the whole month of August and the deputy will be announced at the 

September business meeting.  If you are interested in the position please email your Letter 

of Intent to Darthbarber@ymail.com and also to Seneschal@arenal.meridies.org.  The 

office duties include: helping with heraldic submission, overseeing voice heraldry for the 

shire, and reporting to Lucis monthly.  Please include the following in your letter: Name 

(SCA and mundane), what you would like to do as the herald, why you would like to be 

the herald, and what you want to learn as the herald.  Must be a SCA member to hold the 

office. 

Beacon announced at the beginning of the month a price change for heraldic submissions.  

On September 1st the price for a heraldic submission will go from $12 or the member dis-

counted price of $7 to a flat rate of $10. 

Also in Submission news the shire currently has 7 submissions in commentary, 2 of which 

are no longer accepting comments and are in final decision stage. 

In award news, Vitoria Drago received her Meridian Cross at our very own Arabian 

Nights.  It was truly nice to see one of our own receive honor at our own event. 

With that we end our broadcast day.  Tune in next month for more heraldic news.  Until 

then, this is your herald signing off.  Corna Vult! 

IYS 

Señor Carlos Blanco el Barbero,CACM, CBT, CBM 

esperar nada; la esperanza de algo; estar agradecido por todas las 

Ingvar Peterson sits guard with his borrowed 

beast at Daggers and Hemlock X.  Beware 

the dread Viking and his slumbering beast. 
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Arabian Nights was my first time entering a submission into the Art-Sci competition and I was really nervous. 
For those of you who didn’t see it, I put forward a Celtic illumination with a tree of life as the center point. 
Since I’d never done this before, I didn’t know what to expect and made a lot of mistakes along the way. I was 
nervous after hearing stories of ruthless critiques and lost confidence in my artwork and even thought about giv-
ing up. 
The night before, I made a split second decision to add some gold and worked tirelessly to get it done on time. 
When I finished, I sat back and admired my work, pleased with how the scroll was turning out. 
Not more than five minutes after I had inked it, someone told me that gold leaf wasn’t used in Celtic scrolls. 
First I was devastated, thinking I had ruined it completely because it was no longer accurate to period. Then I 
became angry, knowing they had watched me do this and didn’t speak up before the ink was set. 
I was flustered and upset with the project in general, so I almost didn’t enter it at all. Then something interest-
ing happened; the same person who had informed me of that mistake insisted that I compete. 
But…it’s not period, I thought to myself miserably. So what’s the point? 
I thought on that myself for about an hour while we were setting up the henna booth. Elenna and Vincent kept 
toddling up to me, watching as Vesta and I decorated. My kids have seen me fail at sewing projects, mess up on 
illumination, and grumble angrily to myself when I start over again. 
What is the point of having the Arts and Sciences competition? 
To learn. 
It didn’t make sense for me to be angry that someone had watched and allowed me to make a mistake. You’re 
going to make mistakes in the SCA—I make them all the time, it’s the only way you get better. Once I realized 
that, and swallowed my pride, I was really grateful for how that person handled it. They didn’t try to mi-
cromanage what I wanted to accomplish, they let me do it on my own—without judgment. 
You don’t judge a child for not knowing how to ride a bike, you let them try and fall over again and again until 
they get it. And yes, they will receive a few scraped knees in the process, but that’s okay it’s how we learn. I 
can tell you one thing, after making that mistake I will never EVER forget that gold leaf doesn’t go in Celtic 
scrolls. NEVER. 
If they had told me before I started, I would have forgotten and done it again somewhere down the line. That’s 
why this person gained a lot of respect in my eyes and became one of my most valued teachers. Just like that, 
my view of the situation shifted and I decided to compete anyway. In my head it was a garbage entry and I was 
just doing it for the experience, preparing myself to fail. 
 Then I won. 
I WON Art-Sci with my very first entry, with a piece I was embarrassed to submit, and knowing it was wrong. 
When Vesta told me, I was speechless. And the Laurels I was worried about judging me? That ended up not be-
ing a problem. I got some of the best feedback I’ve ever received and words of encouragement too. 
The moral of the story is that Art-Sci can be really fun and even if you’re nervous to submit, even if you’ve 
made mistakes, you should still keep trying. There are a lot of wonderful people in the society and they teach in 
different ways. Some of them will hold your hand and walk you through a process, others will let you learn to 
fly yourself. 
I learned so many things that weekend, including how to properly do my research, but most importantly how to 
move on from a frustrating project and let it become a learning experience instead. 
  

-Anneke Davidsdottir 

Guest Writer 
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Greetings to my Fellow Arenal members, 

That time of the month has arrived for the newsletter submission.  First, the current balance in the Shire’s account is 

$5,638.13.  We will strive to continue to increase the account through donation jars and other activities. Joel and Heather 

created excellent sausage located in the freezer for a small $5.00 donation.  I enjoyed my purchase!  These funds will be 

used to help with such items like:  

loaner armor, Gold Key for first time visitors, demonstration materials and displays, etc.  Your wonderful help will help 

cement this reality.  Every person is an important element in this vision.  I cannot help but thank once again Joel and Greg-

ory for their knowledge and help at my first Arabian Nights.  This letter will be short as I just returned from a retreat with 

my fiancée and am exhausted.  If you have any ideas for fund raising, then please let me know at excheq-

uer@arenal.meridies.org. 

Again, as the new school year begins, we need to consider visiting the local high school and state college to give full 

demonstrations that will attract new members.  If I had known in high school, then I would have been hooked early on.  

People see us and then realize the excitement to be a part of a fun organization.  Fun is the operative word!  Let’s enjoy 

ourselves in this wonderful SCAdian environment.  Until next month…. 

From The Exchequer 

From The Chronicler 

Greetings Arenal,  

There has been another shuffling of the deck, so to speak, and I, Brooke, am taking 

over duties here at the Chronicler.  Paige will still be here and active in the Shire but 

we saw a need for her presence in another role and so she graciously agreed to step up.  

I appreciate all of your patience as I find my way through the ins and outs of putting 

this newsletter out and look forward to continuing my relationship with you loyal 

readers.  As always, your feedback and contributions are greatly appreciated. 

 Yours in Service, 

 Natasa Petraliphina  

 MKA Brooke Martin 
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Mascot of Arenal 

  To the Humans of the Shire of Arenal, 

 While my Human is away at Work, which I understand to be her preferred task seeing as she wakes each day to 

leave for it. I have commandeered her machine of PC game to send you a message. 

I would like to thank each and every one of the citizens of Arenal for the honor of being named mascot of this great Shire. I 

assume there will be a great show of appreciation for my hard efforts in the form of salmon or sweet potato treats. 

 Gatherings at the Shire's have always been a delightful reprieve from my grueling daily life. Stretching, napping, 

and the occasional petting from the Mistress of the Manor could hardly suffice for the accolades I receive at each gathering. 

As your mascot I can promise you that I will uphold my duties with honor and respect. I can only assume my duties to be 

those noble task every dog should try to achieve, such as protecting your Shire from the 

dread squirrels, keeping the area clear of vicious birds, and as always being handsome and 

what I believe you call a Good Boy. I don't speak your language fluently but I believe that 

means some form of hero yes? 

 Thank you again for my title and I hope to see all of you at the next group meet-

ing. 

  Sincerely Yours, 

    The Honorable Koji Wartooth 

 

Our very own Señor Carlos Blanco 

el Barbero, inducted into the Order 

of the Bough at Daggers and 

Hemlock X.  We’re so proud of him 

here at the Chronicler! 

Exciting news readers!  At the upcoming Tourney 

of the Foxes we will have a new knight in the 

Shire!  Hip Hip Hooray for Nikolaus Hildebrand 

MKA Brad Cramer, who you all read about in the 

interview above.  Let’s all remember to give him 

our congratulations! 
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This is the new Tunic I made 
for a SCA competition. It is all 
hand sewn and I hand made the 
trim. I have to say I did not win 
competition, but  I did win. 
People loved it and came to tell 
me what a wonderful job I did. 
In my heart I won. I will be 
doing another one but I will 
step it up even more. 

Chatelaine 

 

Minister of Children 

We have it on good authority here at the Chronicler that a certain 

canine Mascot got his grubby paws on the MoC report and erased-

yes you heard it here first , ERASED-the entire report!  We’re keep-

ing our eyes on you, Sir!  Don’t think we can be bribed with petting 

allowances (Okay, we can, shhhh!).  In the meantime, we see chil-

dren playing and learning aplenty, so it seems all is well with the 

children of Arenal.  We have heard that the MoC is on the lookout 

for ideas regarding children’s classes for hobby development, so be 

sure to pass those along. 
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This is the September 2016, issue of the Good 

Tidings, a publication of the Shire of Arenal of 

the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, 

Inc.). 

Good Tidings is available from: 

Brooke Martin  

chronicler@arenal.meridies.org  

PO Box 11870 

Pensacola, FL 32524 

It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and 

does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. 

Copyright © 2016 Society for Creative Anachro-

nism, Inc. 

 

For information on reprinting photographs, arti-

cles, or artwork from this publication, please 

contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in 

contacting the original creator of the piece. 

Please respect the legal rights of our contribu-

tors. 

S  h  i  r  e o  f A  r  e  n  a  l 

PO Box 11870 

 

www.arenal.meridies.org 

September 2016 
September 1 6:30 PM 

Business Meeting 

Boyscout Building in         

Miraflores Park 

(Populace encouraged to 

attend) 

Gallery Night Demo 

September 16 

Maker’s Days and 

Fighter Practice 

September 4, 11, 18, 25 

Starts around 10 am with 

classes starting in both the 

morning and afternoon.  

Please check Facebook for 

changes. 

Feast and Finery 

September 4 and 25 

Starts around 10:30 am at the 

Boyscout Building in Miraflores 

Park.  Watch Facebook for 

more information and changes. 

 


