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From the Seneschal 

A is for Apple and B is for Bright and 

C is Cat and D is for Dog and E i— 

Oh dear, oh dear.  Well, our apologies, dear readers!  

It looks as if in the midst of a mighty move, it would 

appear that young Aleks’s homework has somehow 

gotten mixed up as the Seneschal’s report!  Please con-

tinue to set your sights toward Gulf Wars and keep an 

eye out for further updates.  As always, we appreciate 

you! 

From The Exchequer 
“We have money!”  From the very mouth (fingers, 

it was typed) of our Exchequer, who is enjoying 

wedded bliss and deserves a vacation from the ri-

gors of Excheque-ing. (That’s a word because we 

say it’s a word!)  We wish you all the best, valiant 

Exchequer and the populace will look forward to 

hearing from you in the next edition! 

From The Chronicler 

Hello dear Populace, 

As you all know, it has been a very tumultuous month full of change.  We have all experi-
enced loss and change together and now we look to a new future together.  I look forward 
to seeing what you all send to me in the coming months and working closely with you all at 
various events.  I would like to remind everyone that the Chronicler is operating under a 
new email address, Chronicler@shireofarenal.org and all submissions should now be sent 
to that address.   

 In Your Service, 

 Natasa Petraliphina  



Minister of 

Children 

October Newsletter 
Greetings, 
    
    In an effort to make our children become 
more involved in the SCA I am still looking for 
new ideas for classes. If you have an idea for a 
children's activity or a class you would like to 
teach please feel free to email me. I am also still 
looking for a deputy. 
    The next class I have scheduled is not until 
November 20th. We will be making Shire of 
Arenal noise makers for the children to take 
with them to Magnafaire. This class will be held 
at 2pm at Miraflores Park. 
 
Thank you, 
Lady Jane Wolfden 
    
    

Minister of Arts and Science 

Oi! As always, we have some amazing classes coming up in the Arts and Sciences. For the month of November, 
we’re focusing on lifelong hobbies that can be done in the SCA including barding, medieval board games, and dance. 
We have such amazingly talented individuals in our group I’d love to see them telling stories and singing songs, play-
ing instruments etc. I will be teaching a class on troubadours and medieval barding early in the month and that will 
lead into a bardic later on, ideally being tied in to an after party for Feast and Finery. The preforming arts are near 
and dear to my heart, so stay tuned and hopefully we’ll have that scheduled in the next few weeks. If you have any 
input or advice I’d love to hear it, I’m always open to suggestions. 

Furthermore, if there are any classes a member of the populous would be willing to teach, or a class that they might be 

interested in taking I’ll do my best to make it happen.  

Web Minister 

Our Web Minister has been working feverishly 

on a new website for the populace so please do 

stop by and give it a look and give her some 

feedback!  What would you like to see, what 

makes your heart beat faster, what information 

do you desperately want but cannot find?  

Don’t be shy, shoot her an email at  

webminister@shireofarenal.org.  The website 

is https://sites.google.com/a/

shireofarenal.org/home/home 

Go on, give it a look! 
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Guest Storyteller 

Continued Previously From: 

The Three Stars 

By Señor Carlos Blanco el Barbero 

For a fortnight the knight traveled, stopping at 
each village to ask questions about the stars. From the 
answers he received, the knight pieced together that one 
star crashed into the nearby mountain while the other 
two had flown over them.  

At first light, the knight set off to the mountain 
base. The trek was a short one and by mid-morning, he 
could see damage done by the star’s impact. The knight 
entered a clearing that very obviously had not been 
there until recently, but it was not the broken ground or 
the shredded trees that alarmed him. What did was the 
ten-foot tall man standing in its center. 

The knight dismounted and began to walk to-
wards the man who only stood and watched him. The 
two were now only a few feet apart and the behemoth 
spoke 

 “Stop right there. What is your purpose on my 
iron mountain?” 

“Your mountain? I’m afraid you are mistaken, 
giant, this mountain belongs to the King of Adenveldt, 
and he has sent me on a quest to recover the three stars 
that fell from the heavens.” 

The man laughed. “No knight I am Vulcan, I am 
a guardian of one of the stars and since it crashed here it 
is my mountain ‘til someone best me and take the star.” 

“As the crown wills, lay on!” the knight yelled 
as he drew a sable sword from its sheath. Man and giant 
met. At first the two traded blow for blow, but it soon 
became clear that the guardian and his club was the 
stronger. Repeatedly the knight found himself thrown 
back by a blow and on the ground, but he did not give 
up; he would not stay down; no, he would not yield. 
Again and again he rose and asked for another round 
from his foe. Their fight lasted for the rest of the day. It 
was not until the last of the sun’s light was disappearing 
and the behemoth spoke did they stop. 

To Be Continued... 

Marshal 

It appears that our Marshal has been doing battle of 

his own at the moment.  The battle of moving 

homes and dust bunnies and the Dread Lord 

AT&T.  It is said he has triumphed after much trial 

and tribulation.  We here at the Chronicler look 

forward to hearing from him next month! 

 -Natasa 

Chatelaine 

Photograph taken by our talented Chatelaine 
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Little Mice at the High Table 

Marie la Cousturiere 

Because they showed great chivalry on the rapier field, Lord Mousington and his student Moira Mouse were in-

vited to sit at High Table with King Ademouse and Queen Elemouse. They were excited to receive such an honor but 

unsure of what to expect. They knew they should be on their best behavior, especially since the High Table is in front of 

everyone attending the feast! 

At first Moira and Mousington were nervous, especially since they were going to use the fancy feast gear provid-

ed for High Table. They waited for the King and Queen to go to the table first. Then they approached, bowed, thanked 

their Majesties for the invitation, and took their seats. Moira and Mousington became more relaxed as they talked about 

the event with King Ademouse and Queen Elemouse, who liked hearing about each mouse’s favorite part of the event. 

They realized that although they were in front of all the other feast-goers, most of the mice in the room were paying at-

tention to their own plates (though they did manage to sneak a few silly faces at their friends at another table). 

The first thing that was different from an ordinary feast was that the High Table is always served first. Also, in-

stead of serving themselves “family style,” the mice sitting at High Table are to allow the serving mice to put the food on 

the plates for them. Moira and Mousington waited for the King and Queen to be served, and then they accepted a little 

bit of everything they were offered. Feast is a good opportunity to try new things, but Moira and Mousington also knew 

that they shouldn’t fill up on the first course because desserts are their favorite foods. Because Moira and Mousington had 

been fencing all day, they always said “yes, please” when the serving mice brought water or tea. 

At the end of the feast, after a delicious dessert, Mousington and Moira stood when the King and Queen did and 

bowed as they said their goodbyes. They thanked King Ademouse and Queen Elemouse one more time before heading 

back to camp to rest after a long and eventful day. 

Rapier Marshal 

Good Tidings 

Page 4 



If I were a ‘true’ henna artist, one who takes 
pride in her work and reputation, I would make my paste by hand and use all organic ingredients. I 
would mix the henna powder, lemon juice, essential oils together and let them sit for the appropriate 
amount of time then carefully roll them into cones, making sure that I get a healthy coating on my 
hands when they explode outside the back and leave my hands completely orange. Then I would study 
in depth articles about different styles and symbolism, how the designs were used in religious ceremo-
nies and appreciate the subtle differences between each. 

I want to do these things, I do. But sometimes there isn’t time. 

The fact of the matter is that I am NOT a professional henna artist and for various reasons, being 
familial obligations, work, illness or whatever, I don’t have the time or resources so I’m going to have 
to cut corners where I can. This time I’m promising myself beforehand that I am not going to beat 
myself up about it. 

As members of the SCA we strive to do things as authentically and accurately as possible, but that 
is not always going to be an option. In the instance of my henna conundrum, I am forcing myself to 
choose where those shortcuts will be taken. Having made henna paste before, I am confident in my 
ability to mix it properly but not sure that I’ll have time to roll the cones. Due to acidity in the lemon 
juice and dye release, it’s really more of the science part of the Arts and Sciences. Instead, I am choos-
ing to buy my cones pre-made and focus my time on patterns and style for Gallery Night on Friday. In 
my own personal experience, that seems to be where I’m lacking, and honestly feels like the more 
important part of execution. 

I was disappointed about it earlier, not being able to make the paste myself, but next time I’ll be able 

to and I’ll be that much more prepared and knowledgeable. You can still be an artist without bank-

rupting yourself financially on period supplies and wasting countless hours in the week creating the 

tools using period technique and so on. At some point it’s gotta give, unless it’s your profession and 

you’re able to support your family using the products you create. Because that’s how it was in the 

middle ages, they did this professionally. It was their job and they used the best materials they had at 

the time. I think, all things being considered, you can consider yourself an artist and be proud of the 

work you’ve done as long as it was a valiant effort.  

-Anneke Davidsdottir 

Guest Perspective 
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November 3 6:30 PM Business 

Meeting 

Boy Scout Building in Miraflores Park 

(Populace encouraged to attend) 

Maker’s Days and Fighter Practice 

November 6, 13, 20, 27 

Starts around 10 am with classes starting 

in both the morning and afternoon.  

Please check Facebook for changes. 

Potluck Bardic 

November 15 5:30 PM 

Baroness Catja has opened her home and 

teamed with Anneke to a bardic event 

with food, a bonfire, and singing/story 

telling.  Watch Facebook for more de-

tails as well as for how to obtain the ad-

dress! 

Rapier Practice 

November 6, 13, 20, 27 

Starts around 12 pm at the Boyscout 

Building in Miraflores Park.  Please 

check Facebook for changes.   
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