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Greetings from your Seneschal, 
 
Congratulations Master Nikolaus Hildebrand, our new-
est Peer of the Realm!  What an amazing, if dastardly 
hot, elevation ceremony.  Thank you to everyone who 
tried to stream the event live, especially Lady Jane 
Wolfden who shuffled around so many failing electron-
ic devices. 
 
Kudos to Mldy Taddea Bice di Merlino for putting to-
gether an amazing demo for Gallery Night Pensacola.  
Thank you to everyone who showed up and helped get 
the word out to potential new members. 
 
It’s time to set our sights on Gulf Wars and our Land 
Allocation.  We will have some scheduled work days to 
go up there and make sure the land is cleared and neat 
in preparation for the big event.  Please pre-reserve as 
early as possible so we can get a head count and start a 
food plan early. 
 
Thank you for all that you do for the Shire. 
 
YIS - Catja 

 

Well, the time of the month for our beloved monthly 
testament of thought.  $5,548.13 was the balance at 
the start of the month.   I am grateful for the gift of 
Joel and Heather of the prepared sausage meat.  We 
still have a little left in the freezer for a $5.00 dona-
tion.  The meat was great!  This Friday,  (9/16/16), 
we will have the final Pensacola Gallery Night Demo.  I 
hope you have come out to support the growth of the 
Shire.  We have much talent within our group.  I en-
courage all to be appreciative of each other’s special 
attributes.  This month will be short as I have the up-
coming Wedding on 01 Oct 16.  So, unit next time… 

Yours in Service, 

Michael. 

From The Exchequer 

From The Chronicler 

I am so excited at all the interest there has been for contributions for the Chronicler, you guys 

rock!  Keep ’em coming, our new email address is Chronicler@shireofarenal.org.  I am also 

very appreciative of your patience as I continue to learn my way through the process, I find 

that it’s getting easier with each publication (I learned a thing guys!) and you will all find that 

each publication will come out more smoothly and promptly as a result.  Thank you. 

YIS– Natasa  
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      From the Marshal’s Office 

 Wow where do I start? First I am Honored to be the Marshal for 
such a great group of fighters.  Next even better IT IS WAR SEASON. Yes 
War is coming to our coast, Gatalop 33 “The War of the Roses” and of 
course Panhandle Skirmishes just behind it. In order that the “Swords of 
Arenal” be well prepared for the upcoming fights the Squires of Sir Caircre 
and the Emerald Coast Marshals have a planned war Practice on Oct 16th at 
Loxley Park at 10am. It is filled with classes and stuff for fighters and non-
fighters so let’s get as many as we can there. I can fit three fighters with me. 
Beyond war, we need to improve our numbers and get more people to hit 
with sticks. So fighters, what do you think we can do to achieve that goal? 
We also have a wonderful offer from Troy Grieffenclau, he will let us paint 
three war doors in Arenal Colors to use at war BUT we need to do the work 
so look for more info on the when on that on, but let me know if you want 
to help. I have much more but I am cautioned to go slow. This mean you 
need to keep close eyes on the FB page, web page and an ear to the ground 
at the park to keep up.  

Azor Ryurik 

Marshal Shire of Arenal 

Marshal 

 

To the Shire of Arenal, 

We in the Arts and Sciences are striving to get more classes for the upcoming months, 

organized by discipline. We’re very excited about the upcoming schedule, which 

should be posted on the website, and are always looking for teachers. Next month will 

be focusing on the basics of the SCA and how beginners can get started, including a 

class for easy on-the-go food that can be brought to events without spoiling. If there is 

a class you are willing to teach or interested in having offered in the shire please let 

Anneke know so she can add it to the schedule.  

Thanks! 
Anneke 
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The Three Stars 

By Señor Carlos Blanco el Barbero 

Long ago, the King of Adenveldt looked towards his 
eastern borders as he strolled along the castle walls. The king 
remarked in his mind how beautiful was his land bathed in the 
silver light of a full moon. Out of the west, a gentle breeze 
began to rustle through the leaves of the trees. His Majesty, 
content with what they had brought him, took in a deep 
breath, turned and smiled at the Captain of the Guard who 
stood next to him and said that he would turn in for the night. 
The captain only answered him by coming to attention and 
giving the royal a small bow from the waist.  

Reacting quickly, the captain drew his sword with 
one hand and with the other pulled his sovereign behind him. 
Stunned by the sudden actions, the monarch was slow to turn 
and see what had brought on the actions of his guard. First was 
that the gentle breeze was gaining the power of a hurricane 
and that secondly the already bright night was becoming as 
day. The King of Adenveldt gazed into the sky and what he 
found there would have removed the courage of men even 
greater the he.  

Three stars as argent comets crossed over the castle. 
The force from their passing pulled and bended trees forward 
while uprooting weaker ones. Everyone on the wall watched 
the stars as they streaked towards the horizon. The king with 
awe in his voice told the captain to bring to him his finest 
knight and to do it without delay. The captain snapped atten-
tion bowed and made haste to carry out his king’s bidding. 

As the sun broke on the next morning, the captain 
and the knight galloped through the castle gates. The men 
made their way to the throne room but it was the knight alone 
who entered and knelt before the king. The king made quick 
his welcome and told of the events that had transpired the 
night before then gave his knight his charge. The knight was to 
head east and retrieve the stars that had fallen from the heav-
ens for the king. “As the crown wills” was the only response 
given by the knight. He then stood, crossed his chest with his 
fist, bowed, and left. 

Outside, prepped and ready for their departure, the 
knight found his horse; a solid white stallion named Johannes. 
Once mounted the knight leaned forward in his saddle and 
began to rub the horse’s neck. “The crown has another task 
for us old friend let’s not let them down,” he whispered into 
the horse’s ear.  

To be continued… 

Our Chatelaine was attacked by a beast of a ve-

hicle whilst traveling one evening and we are 

glad to hear that she made it out with no serious 

damage to her person but the ensuing damage 

to her vehicle has kept her busy.  We shall hear 

from her again next month and in the meantime 

we wish her much luck with all of the paper-

work and headaches we know accompany such 

incidents. 

-Natasa 

Chatelaine 

Guest Storyteller 

Greetings from the Web minister! Our new 

website is coming along nicely! I look forward 

to making it available sometime in October. If 

you have any suggestions or requests, please 

email me at webminister@shireofarenal.org!  

Yours in service, 

Taddea Bice di Merlino 

Web Minister 

We would like to issue a correction: 

last month’s edition congratulated 

Master Nikolaus on his elevation to 

Knight; he was elevated to Master of 

Defense.  Congrats!  
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Greetings and salutations, 
    (MOC Handbook 2002 pg 4.)   

You’ve seen it all in the movies from the time you were very young: the romance and 
excitement of Robin Hood, the mystique and drama of the Arthurian legend, or  even more 
recently, heart-pounding thrills in movies about famous Scotsmen or Vikings. You want a 
chance to relive it all, learn the truth behind the tales, and dress just like your heroes. This 
shouldn’t be a problem, right? You’ve been in the SCA for years! But you loathe going to 
events. Why? 

Well, for starters, there are so many restrictions. Due to a physical truth over which you have no control, you 
aren’t allowed to fight heavy combat or rapier. You can participate in archery and equestrian, but only at off-times, if 
someone is willing to assist you. You try to attend classes, but the teachers look at you with suspicion, or simply won’t 
allow your presence. Your family has explained all about issues like “safety” and “liability”, and you understand...but it’s 
still frustrating. 

Finally, someone who doesn’t mind the extra time and effort offers to host classes and 
workshops for you and those like you! But, what a disappointment - you find yourself coloring pictures all day, something 
you did years ago in preschool, and something you could have as easily done it home, if you had really wanted to in the 
first place. To make it worse, the other attendees who don’t share your physical condition find your type annoying. You’re 
too noisy (aren’t the fighting and drumming noisy, too?). You ask for too much (well, who wouldn’t complain after being 
expected to sit quietly doing nothing for hours on end?). Your mere presence, even when quiet, annoys some people. There-
fore, you and your kind are sequestered away to the farthest distant location the autocrat can find. Out of sight, out of 
mind, right? 

Now, by virtue of the above being printed in the Ministry of Children Handbook, it’s pretty obvious who is being 
discussed. Try to imagine an adult saying it, though, explaining a 
situation caused by a state of being other than “youth.” Children must have different rules 
and restrictions placed on them, obviously, but there is no reason for others to treat these 
people poorly (with bad locations, boring activities, or bad attitudes) just because they want 
to be a part of the SCA. It’s their hobby, too!  
    If this speaks to you on a deep level then you just might be the person I am looking for. I am in search of a 
deputy. Someone who feels like I do. That classes for the children need to not only be fun but, also be peri-
od accurate. The kind of classes adults are would also take but taught on a more basic level. If you feel you 
are up to this challenge please email me at moc@shireofarenal.org. 
                            Many thanks, 
                                Lady Jane Wolfden 

Minister of Children 

mailto:moc@arenal.meridies.org
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It is HARD being a parent in the SCA. 

Bringing your kids to an event is a stressful experience that two years ago I wouldn’t have even dreamed about attempting. Even now, Ben and 

I will occasionally look at each other while were packing and think, “Are we really doing this? Why do we feel the need to punish ourselves?” 

There are times when I have doubts and just want to go home and cry, but I never do because all this work and preparation is worth it. Not 

once, in all the time I’ve been doing this have I ever felt judged or looked down upon because my kids are acting out. Not because my kids are 

barefoot and forgot their shoes at the tent, or when they walk to close to the fighters ring to see what they are doing—they just smile. 

I had one of these moments of doubt while we were at Daggers and Hemlock. We we’re sitting in the mail hall at court in the seats that Elenna 

had chosen, conveniently on the second row where EVERYONE could see us. About halfway through handing out the award both the kids had 

decided they had enough and we had to carry them, crying, from the hall. 

At first I was mortified, and upset that I wasn’t able to see the rest of it, but then Elenna looked up at me with tear filled eyes and asked me if 

Adhemar was really a king. 

“Yes,” I told her carefully. “But only the Good King that we read about in fairy tales—it’s just a story.” 

She smiled and dried her eyes, seemingly appeased by that assessment and said. “I thought so, he made everyone really happy.” 

What happened next turned into a convoluted metaphor for each of the factions in the SCA becoming real to her. I could see it in her eyes as 

the pieces fit into place, and that “ah-ha!” moment is exactly what I’d been waiting for. Obviously, she’s still too young to comprehend every-

thing taking place behind the scenes, but she’ll get glimpses now and then which take my breath away—making connections that even I had 

missed. 

It’s an uphill battle to be sure, but taking them to events and the park each Sunday is important. Even if I forgot to bring their snack this time, 

ran out of diapers half-way through, or had to put one in timeout for being a bully on the playground (sorry about that again, Lisa), because 

the experience is worth it and the people here have become our family. 

-Anneke Davidsdottir 

 

Herald 
Greetings and welcome to the Heralds News Network, I am Carlos Blanco el Barbero 
 
 Top news since our last report; Baroness Cajta Milovskaia was inducting into the Orders of the Guiding 
Hand and Velvet Owl at the same event Señor Carlos Blanco el Barbero was inducted into the Order of 
the Bough. Nikolaus Hilebrand became Master Nikolaus when he was inducted into the Order of De-
fence. In September Ingvar Pétsson received his Award of Arms. 
  
We go now to Submissions Anchor Carlos with the Submission update, Carlos 
  
Thank you Carlos, we now have 3 submissions that are no longer accepting society comments and are 
awaiting decision, 4 that are still being commented on. Back to you, Carlos 
  
Thank you well that’s all the report we have for this month we will be back again with more heraldic 
news good night 
  
IYS 
Señor Carlos Blanco el Barbero, CACM, CBT, CBM 
Doubloon del Mar Pursuviant 
In Your Service  
Señor Carlos Blanco el Barbero,CACM, CBT, CBM 
Pennon Pursuivant 
esperar nada; la esperanza de algo; estar agradecido por todas las 
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Rapier Marshal 

Garb + Armor = Garb-or: Making Clothes for Rapier Fencers 
Marie la Cousturiere 
 Most rapier fencers wear garb that meets minimum armor requirements with few adjustments (usually adding 
gloves, a gorget, a mask and hood, and personal body protection) instead of changing into an entirely different set of 
clothes for fencing. In fact, home-made armor can be as safe as a fencing jacket but less likely to leave a fighter vulnerable 
to overheating as long as you make sure that your clothing meets the inspection guidelines available at http://
www.meridianrapier.org/marshal-information/rapier-marshal-handbook/ . 
 In short, the fighter’s entire body should be covered when fencing, so garb intended for fencing should include 
long pants and long sleeves. I recommend leggings instead of tights under skirts, kilts, tunics, or other loose garments be-
cause the fabric should be abrasion resistant. In other words, if a sword with a rough edge were drawn across that fab-
ric, it should not fray or break. If it does, you have an armor malfunction! 
 Make sure that you have significant overlap between pieces of garb. For example, I want to make sure that 
my sleeves are long enough to tuck into my gloves far enough that if the tip of a sword were to tug on my sleeve, my wrist 
or forearm would not be exposed. Problem areas are the wrists, waist, knees, and ankles. To solve this problem, simply 
cut the garment you are making a little bit longer in those areas and make sure that the garb can be secured with buttons 
or ties. In the case of sleeves, I recommend adding a “modesty flap” of fabric below the cuff where the sleeve buttons at 
the wrist so that there isn’t a potential loop that exposes skin. 
 Once the entire body is covered, make sure that the torso, groin, and underarms are covered with puncture 
resistant material. This type of material isn’t bullet proof (in fact, Kevlar is not allowed for rapier armor because it de-
grades so quickly), but it is designed to protect a fencer from serious injury from a broken blade. Some materials (canvas, 
denim, some synthetics) are puncture resistant with one layer, but those fabrics don’t breathe well and may cause heat-
sensitive fencers to overheat while fighting. Other fabrics (cotton, linen, different synthetics) are puncture resistant with 
several layers. In order to determine that your garment is puncture resistant, talk to a marshal about borrowing a drop 
tester to test a fabric sample. 
 Keep in mind that your layers do not all have to be part of the same garment. As someone with a late period per-
sona, I wear a one-layer linen shirt (with three-layer underarm gussets) that I made with a trigger and brocade doublet that 
I bought. I’m working on making a doublet out of two or three layers of linen because the doublet I have gets hot. 
 Use your imagination, and think about the skills that you and your friends have. I’ve seen doublets made out of 
leather as well as ones made out of fabric. If you’re just getting started, you may simply put a period-looking shirt or a 
doublet over a fencing jacket until you can find something that suits your persona. As long are you’re safe and happy with 

the way you look, the sky is the limit! 

http://www.meridianrapier.org/marshal-information/rapier-marshal-handbook/
http://www.meridianrapier.org/marshal-information/rapier-marshal-handbook/


 

 

Volume 1, Issue 5 

Page 7 

While we like to look forward, every now and then we like 

to look back and this month we’d like to look back at the 

success of September’s Gallery Night demonstration, put 

together by Taddea Bice di Merlino.  Thank you everyone 

for your effort that night and a shout out to our Chatelaine 

for taking many of these photos. 
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This is the September 2016, issue of the 

Good Tidings, a publication of the Shire of 

Arenal of the Society for Creative Anachro-

nism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). 

Good Tidings is available from: 

Brooke Martin  

chronicler@shireofarenal.org  

PO Box 11870 

Pensacola, FL 32524 

It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., 

and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. 

Copyright © 2016 Society for Creative 

Anachronism, Inc. 

 

For information on reprinting photographs, 

articles, or artwork from this publication, 

please contact the Chronicler, who will assist 

you in contacting the original creator of the 

piece. Please respect the legal rights of our 

contributors. 

October 6 6:30 PM Business 

Meeting 

Boyscout Building in Miraflores 

Park 

(Populace encouraged to attend) 

Maker’s Days and Fighter 

Practice 

October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Starts around 10 am with clas-

ses starting in both the morning 

and afternoon.  Please check 

Facebook for changes. 

Feast and Finery 

October 30 

Starts around 10:30 am at the 

Boyscout Building in Miraflores 

Park.  Watch Facebook for 

more information and changes. 

www.arenal.meridies.org 

S  h  i  r  e o  f A  r  e  n  a  l 

PO Box 11870 

 

 

Rapier Practice 

October 2, 16, 30 

Starts around 10 am at the Boyscout 

Building in Miraflores Park.  Please 

check Facebook for changes.  The 

30th is tentative. 


